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Assoc. Prof. Velislava Karagenova, PhD, completed her education at 

the Academy of Music, Dance and Fine Arts - Plovdiv, as a piano 

student of prof. Georgi Petrov and in chamber music of prof. Nedyalcho 

Todorov. She graduated with a Master’s degree in two majors - Music 

Pedagogy (1992) and Piano (1993). Since 1996 she has been an 

assistant and currently an associate professor of piano at Prof. Asen 

Diamandiev Academy of Music, Dance and Fine Arts. Her pedagogical 

activity over the years includes, in addition to teaching piano, lecture 

courses in Analysis and Interpretation of Piano Literature, Methodology 

of Piano Teaching, Chamber Music, Harpsichord. As a habilitated 

lecturer she gave master classes in piano in Italy, Trieste, G. Tartini 

Conservatory, Romania, Iași - University of Arts, P. Pipkov National 

School of Arts, Pleven, and others. Along with her pedagogical work, 

V. Karagenova is active as a concert pianist. Her interests are mainly in 

the field of chamber ensemble music making with a number of 

established musicians and a long-standing collaboration with prof. 

Borislav Yasenov - flute, Katya Vasileva - piano and others. 
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With regard to the performance activity of Associate Professor 

Velislava Karagenova, I would like to mention the numerous concert 

performances, equivalent to habilitation work in the period after her 

habilitation as Associate Professor, which have the qualities of creative 

achievements, defensible in two main directions - professional 

competences and moments of contribution. 

Thus stated in her Artistic Record, they outline the image of an active 

musician with a broad outlook, whose interests are equally covered by 

works from the musical baroque to the present day, with impressive 

numerous and varied stylistic concert appearances, as soloist and 

chamber musician in various chamber formations - piano duo, sonata 

pair, trio. And their realization on three different keyboard instruments - 

piano, cembalo and organ, add touches of versatility to her professional 

portrait. 

Some of the programmes presented reflect Associate Professor 

Velislava Karagenova’s performing interests in contemporary artists, 

both Bulgarian and foreign, who have played a leading role in the 

development of her specific performance style, some of which have 

included premiere performances in our country of works by Bulgarian 

and foreign composers. 

In the table/reference for completing the evidential information 

provided for review by Assoc. Prof. Velislava Karagenova, PhD, I can 

highlight several segments that fully support the qualitative and 

quantitative criteria for her candidacy for Professor for the needs of the 

Piano and Accordion Department at AMDFA - Plovdiv. 

Her main work is her Dissertation ‘Features of the metric rhythm in the 

‘Iberia’ piano suite by Isaac Albéniz and their significance for 

interpretation’ 2010, Diploma No. 34742, 04.01.2011, as well as several 

top significant concert performances at home and abroad - Leading 

(independent) artistic performance in the field of arts. 



- 59th International Chamber Music Festival Plovdiv, Concert 

Masterpieces of 20th Century European Flute Music - Borislav 

Yasenov - flute, Velislava Karagenova - piano, 06.12.23 AMFDA, 

Plovdiv, Program: P. Hindemith - Sonata for Flute and Piano, D. 

Enescu - Cantabile and Presto; F. Poulenc - Sonata for Flute and Piano, 

A. Casella – Sicilienne and Burlesque op.23, V. Kiradzhiev - Triptych 

for Flute and Piano 

- Recital by Velislava Karagenova - 30.01.2019, G. Tartini 

Conservatory, Italy, Trieste, Tartini Hall Program: M. Goleminov – 

‘Five Impressions’, N. Stoykov - Sonatina for Piano, N. Stoykov - 

Metamorphoses on Piano Etudes by C. Czerny op.92/№ 5, 6, Iv. Spasov 

- Sonata No.1, S. Karagenov - Five Pieces (Horo, Invention, Squirrel, 

Song, Impression) 

     - Concert ‘French Palette’ by duo Velislava Karagenova and Katya 

Vasileva, 25.05.2016, AMDFA Hall, Plovdiv Program: E. Chabrier - Cortège 

burlesque; C. Saint-Saëns - Carnival of the Animals - arrangement for 4 

hands; M. Ravel - Spanish Rhapsody; F. Poulenc - Sonata for 4 hands 

 

    - New Bulgarian Music 2018, Chamber Concert with works by T. 

Toncheva, B. Konstantinova, S. Angelov, N. Stoykov - 15.11.2018, Union 

of Bulgarian Composers Hall, Sofia N. Stoykov - Concert for two pianos; 

performed by R. Smilkov - piano, V. Karagenova - piano 

 - Concert of the Festival Ensemble - Gabriela Garcia - harp, Giovanni 

Piscas - clarinet, Mariyana Panova - soprano and Velislava Karagenova 

- piano, 09.09.21 Vazrazhdane Hall 

  Program: S. Karagenov - Miniatures for Piano (Elegy, Lullaby, Toccata; 

Urge, Dance, Monasteries); E. Rautavaara - Piano Sonata ‘Fire Sermon’ 

op.64, performed by V. Karagenova - piano D. Smirnov - Miniatures for 

voice and piano on poems by W. Blake, first performance (To Apollo, Sick 



Rose, Worker Bee, Eternity, The Eagle, Day) performed by M. Panova – 

mezzo-soprano, V. Karagenova – piano 

Assoc. Prof. Velislava Karagenova, PhD is a performer with her own 

credo in the interpretation of new and repertoire works. Her 

performances have been noted by such authorities as prof. Nikolay 

Stoykov,- ‘With artistic dedication and perfectionism’ Artspectrum 

34/2014, ISSN 1314 0000, p. 2, as well as by Miteva-Dinkova, Stela. – 

‘Captivating interpretation and stylistic restraint’, Review on the 

occasion of the ‘French Fantasy’ Concert Artspectrum 42/2017, ISSN 

1314 0000, p. 14. 

I am selectively mentioning only two of the many positive reviews of 

the performing art of Assoc. Prof. Velislava Karagenova, PhD. 

I have personal impressions of her concert performances at the UBC 

and I strongly express my admiration for the quality of her 

interpretation - depth, meaningful dramaturgy, supported by virtuoso 

pianism and sonic nuance, organically related to the specificity of the 

authors and works performed. 

The scientific potential of Assoc. Prof. Velislava Karagenova, PhD is 

another significant activity, which is related initially to her PhD thesis, 

and subsequently to a series of scientific publications, as well as to the 

preparation of the PhD thesis of the Chinese student Guo Rui 

successfully defended in 2024. 

From the collaborative work in several scientific juries, I am impressed 

by her high analytical level, of ability and skill to summarize and 

characterize with musical insight peer-reviewed issues in scientific 

texts, realized by rhetoric of precise and meaningful academic 

expression. 

 



  The pedagogical activity of Assoc. Prof. Velislava Karagenova, PhD in the 

period 2014-2024 is growing and covers teaching of various disciplines and 

lecture courses in Piano, Piano - (compulsory instrument), Chamber Music, 

Piano Duo, Cembalo, Methodology of Piano Teaching, Analysis and 

Interpretation of Piano Literature, History of Piano Art. She impresses with 

her activity, both in working with students, as well as supervising national 

scientific - educational or artistic projects - Bach and his Contemporary, 2018 

and supervising the project Yearbook 2015.   

In conclusion, I would like to point out the impressive wide range and 

contributory nature of the creative activity of Assoc. Prof. Velislava 

Karagenova, PhD which definitely gives reason to support her candidacy, 

and I propose with conviction to the esteemed scientific jury to award her the 

academic position of ‘Professor of Piano’ in the professional field 8.3 Music 

and Dance Art. 

 

Sofia, November 12, 2024                           Prof. Krasimir Taskov, PhD 

 


