
 

 

 

 

 

Karagenova, Velislava – E. Rautavaara and his Sonata Fire Sermon 

interpreted in performers and pedagogical aspect  

 

 

 

European by origin and Faustian in spirit, Finnish composer Einojuhani 

Rautavaara leaves a bright mark on contemporary musical culture. His creativity 

finds inspiration in various styles, genres and traditions. It manifests its essence in 

the outlined universals of the romantic tradition  and the restless expanse of the 

modern ideas. The challenge of understanding  the specific instrumental style of 

the composer, through the analysis of one of his emblematic work - Piano Sonata 

op.64 Fire Sermon - motivates the current study. On the one hand, the study 

introduces life and work of the composer, covering the period from the 1950s to 

the new century. On the other hand, the focus is placed on the iconic piano sonata 

work Fire Sermon. The language of the composition is commented in terms of its 

intertextuality, genre typifications, sound symbolism and narrative. Emphasis is 

placed on compositional techniques, symmetrical constructions, harmony. Special 

attention is paid to the piano texture and the performance problems caused by its 

specificity. 

 

 

 

 


