Karagenova, Velislava — About vocal cycle Proverbs of Hell by Dmitry

Smirnov

Rezume: The occasion for my acquaintance with Dmitry Smirnov's music
was participation in a festival program within the chamber music forum in
Gabrovo 2021. | have always had a special affinity to the music of my time,
affinity to search and discover ways to the special expression of contemporary
sensitivity. The artistic collaboration with the colleague Mariana Panova — sopran,
allowed a close acquaintance with some of Smirnov's musical works, entering
deeply into the subjective messages of the composer and grasping the thin threads
of something experienced, felt by him as a turning point in his career. Dmitry
Smirnov is not among the contemporary composers well known in our country. His
work largely reflects his admiration and bias for the poetry and art of William
Blake - defined as a phenomenon in English romantic culture - non-standard and
elusive in many ways. Smirnov has been working on the cycle "Proverbs of Hell"
since 2006, and by 2017 he had composed four notebooks with 20 songs. This
study introduces the First Notebook. Based on the modern traditions of the late
20th century, this work seeks direct contact with performer and listener. Avoiding
verbosity and excess, Smirnov creates rich musical images, portraits, paintings,
psychologically saturated and deeply nuanced.



