OPINION
by Prof. Borislav Aleksandrov Yasenov, PhD
Prof. Asen Diamandiev AMDFA - Plovdiv

on the materials submitted for participation in a competition for the academic
position of Professor at Prof. Asen Diamandiev AMDFA - Plovdiv
by field of higher education 8. Arts,
professional field 8.3. Music and Dance Atrt,
Piano (compulsory instrument)

By Order No RD-27-129 of 27.09.2024 of the Rector of Prof. Asen Diamandiev
AMDFA - Plovdiv | have been appointed as a member of the scientific jury of the
competition for the academic position of ‘Professor’ in the field of higher education 8. Arts,
professional field 8.3. Music and Dance Art, scientific major ‘Piano (compulsory
instrument)’, announced for the needs of the Department of Piano and Accordion at the
Faculty of Music Pedagogy. For participation in the competition, published in the State
Gazette, Issue 64 of 30.07.2024 one candidate has submitted documents, namely Assoc. Prof.
Velislava Angelova Karagenova, PhD from Prof. Asen Diamandiev AMDFA - Plovdiv. The
submitted documents and materials, on electronic media, meet all the requirements of the
Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria Act and the Regulations for
its implementation at AMDFA.

Velislava Karagenova completed her higher education at the AMDFA - Plovdiv,
graduating with a Master’s degree in two majors - Music Pedagogy (1992) and Piano (1993).

The candidate’s pedagogical work is mainly related to Prof. Asen Diamandiev
AMDFA - Plovdiv. Since 1996 she has been an assistant and currently an associate professor
of piano at the Academy. Her teaching practice includes conducting classes and lecture
courses in Analysis and Interpretation of Piano Literature, Methods of Piano Teaching,
Chamber Music and Harpsichord. She has given piano master classes in Bulgaria and abroad.

The performing activity of Assoc. Prof. V. Karagenova, PhD is extremely active and
rich. She develops concert activity as a pianist, both in the solo and chamber music spheres.
The repertoire performed, encompassing works from all eras and styles, contains both
established works and premieres. Karagenova has performed in Bulgaria, the USA, Italy and
Germany, as well as at numerous festivals. The candidate’s affinity for contemporary
Bulgarian music is evident, and creative contacts with composers A. Diamandiev, |. Spasov,
N. Stoykov, Y. Dafov and S. Karagenov, enrich the approach to the interpretation of
contemporary works. The pianist has premiered and recorded for the Bulgarian National
Radio with music by Bulgarian composers. In 2017, she was awarded a prize for her work. V.
Karagenova completed a three-year specialized course in Organ and Cembalo, which
broadened her professional opportunities.

The candidate is developing intensive research work. She is the author of three books,
two studies, articles and reviews of concerts and cultural events published in print and
electronic media.

The minimum national requirements are more than met. Evidence is provided for the
activities described.

In group of indicators ‘B’, point 5, 7 chamber-instrumental concerts with an extremely
rich and varied repertoire, including works from the Baroque era to our times, are singled out
as the leading individual artistic performance, which is not only an artistic and instrumental
achievement, but testimony to Karagenova’s professional competences and broad outlook.
The spiritual messages are inspiring and constructive for the growth of young pianists. It is
important to note that many of the works performed are rarely presented on the concert
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podium, due to technical complexity, specific professional approach and interpretation, and
also the premiere interpretations show high creative achievements and are contributing in
terms of style interpretation and aesthetics. The interest in contemporary artists, both
Bulgarian and foreign, who have been influential in the development of a specific
performance style is evident. Of significant importance is the fact that some of the works
performed are examined and theoretically analysed, bringing together empirical and
theoretical approaches, which is a significant contribution to pedagogical activity.

For indicators ‘I"” group, point 11 - Studies published in specialised arts publications,
the following studies are presented:

- On the vocal cycle ‘Proverbs of Hell> by Dmitri Smirnov’, a contemporary

composer, insufficiently known in our country.

The contributions are expressed in the following: The first study in Bulgaria of works
from the oeuvre of D. Smirnov. The vocal cycle is analyzed in stylistic, philosophical and
performance aspects. Some parallels are made with the work of Bulgarian contemporary
artists.

- ‘Einojuhani Rautavaara and the Fire Sermon Sonata Op. 64 - in performance and
pedagogical reading’. The study introduces the composer’s life and work, covering
the period from the 1950s to the new century. The focus is on the iconic piano
sonata Fire Sermon.

The contributions are: The first scholarly study of a work by the Finnish composer
Rautavaara in Bulgaria. The creative periods and stylistic evolution are presented. The
language of the sonata is examined in terms of its intertextuality, genre typifications, sound
symbolism and narrative. Emphasis is placed on compositional techniques, construction, and
harmony. Special attention is paid to keyboard texture and performance issues.

For the leading (independent) creative activity in the field of art, which is not the main
habilitation work, 6 chamber concerts of high artistic value and difficulty, in a variety of
genres and performance specifics, in partnership with outstanding musicians are listed
(indicator ‘T"” item 13).

Under indicator T', item 14 - Sustaining artistic expression or participation in a
collective arts product, 12 diverse performances, ranging from opera buffa to various chamber
ensembles, with a wide repertoire and in a variety of genres are presented. The candidate’s
predilection for chamber-ensemble music-making is evident. She has performed both
established works in the chamber repertoire and a number of premieres.

Under indicators /1" group, item 17 - Citations in peer-reviewed monographs and
collective volumes, there are five citations, and under item 18 - Citations or reviews in non-
peer-reviewed journals, there is one review by Prof. Rostislav Yovchev — ‘N. Stoykov - six
metamorphoses’. Item 19 - Reviews of realized author’s product or creative appearances in
specialized publications, the candidate indicates 14 publications, in Art Spectrum (10) and
Musical Horizons (4).

Supervisor of one successfully defended PhD student (‘E’ item 21).

It is also necessary to mention the participation in editorial boards of specialized
publications, the activity as a member of the Commission on Scientific Activity at AMDFA
and chairman of the Scientific Commission at the Faculty of Music Pedagogy, participation in
scientific juries and public presentations of scientific publications, teaching and
methodological activity at the Academy, participation in state matriculation examinations in
the Special Subject of Piano at Dobrin Petkov National School of Music and Dance, Plovdiv,
etc.

Group of indicators ‘E’ item 22 - Participation in a national scientific, educational or
artistic project, participation in 2 significant projects is presented: Prof. lvan Spasov 9th
International Composition Competition. Participant in the team of the Composition



Competition and the final concert and Modernization of the educational process at the NMA
and AMDFA (Coordinator for the training of teachers and students). Under item 24 -
Leadership of a national scientific, educational or artistic project, 2 projects are presented: the
National Competition ‘Bach and his Contemporary’, 2018 and the Yearbook, 2015. Two
workshops and five master classes have been offered, 3 of them abroad (‘E’ 28).

The pedagogical activity in the period 2014-2024 covers various disciplines and
lecture courses: Piano, Piano (compulsory instrument), Chamber Music, Piano Duo,
Chembalo, Piano Teaching Methodology, etc. in the majors Classical Performing Arts,
Pedagogy of Music Teaching, Conducting Folk Ensembles, Folklore Performing Aurts.
Karagenova combines high artistic criteria with an individual approach to achieve technical
development and successful realization of the creative potential of young musicians. The
repertoire is selected according to the specificity of the students’ profiling in order to broaden
their musical culture. According to the candidate, making music in an ensemble has a
beneficial influence on the breadth of professional outlook. Karagenova has numerous
students awarded with prizes. She was awarded a Certificate of Artistic and Pedagogical
Excellence at the Second International Competition for Young Talents in Croatia (2022).

The development of the aesthetic outlook of the students with works by Bulgarian
composers, emblematic for our national culture as well as for the Academy is of essential
importance in the artistic and pedagogical practice of the candidate. She actively involves
young musicians in her projects, considering the positive influence of personal example and
continuity in professional training, an important factor in instilling self-confidence in the
development of future creative personalities. Of utmost importance in the candidate’s activity
is the presentation of Bulgarian performance culture and methodological practice abroad.

An erudite personality with high professionalism, collegial and responsible to the
broad-spectrum academic activity, Assoc. Prof. Karagenova, PhD is a welcome partner for
stage appearances as well as in research projects and editorial boards.

With the above in mind, | note the excellence and contribution of the overall active
and rich artistic, pedagogical and research activities of Assoc. Prof. Velislava Karagenova,
PhD. The candidate’s theoretical developments have practical applicability and are oriented
towards teaching work. The achieved results fully comply with the specific requirements of
the major ‘Piano (compulsory instrument)’, adopted in conjunction with the Regulations of
Prof. Asen Diamandiev AMDFA -Plovdiv for application of the Development of the
Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria Act.

Having read the materials presented in the competition and analyzed their significance,
scientific, scientific-applied and applied contributions, | find it justified to give my positive
assessment to the esteemed scientific jury in support of the candidacy of Assoc. Prof.
Velislava Karagenova, PhD for the academic position of ‘Professor’ at Prof. Asen
Diamandiev AMDFA - Plovdiv in the professional field 8.3. Music and Dance Art, scientific
speciality "Piano (compulsory instrument)".
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(Prof. Borislav Yasenov, PhD)



